Information Note — October 2025

Please pass this on to all officials and players
To all Clubs,

Early this year Bowls Australias ' Instantaneous Penalties Policy’ was revised and updated. It is important
that we draw your attention to some details included in the revised policy as it will have considerable
impact on officials and players in all events. The policy is attached.

The new policy, now also include penalties for players
o who smoke or drink in unauthorised areas during play
e deliberate cheating
o abuse to any official.

Depending on the severity of the situation, players may or may not be given a warning.

A.
« The following penalties apply to ‘Smoking and the Consumption of Alcohol” during a game.
o These penalties have been included in the ‘Field of Play Rules for Bowls WA Events and
Competitions” and the ‘General Metro Pennant Conditions of Play” .

SMOKING, CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOL

Any lit or unlit smoking implement, electronic cigarettes, vapes and alcoholic beverages are not
permitted on the greens during any Bowls WA Competition or Event.

Bowling Clubs are permitted to have their own rules regarding smoking and non-smoking areas
as permitted under Government Legislation

Bowls WA strongly encourages clubs to define a smoking area well away from the playing
surfaces.

Penalty: Penalties will apply as per Bowls Australia Instantaneous Penalties Policy

The penalties in the Instantaneous Penalties Policy include the following:

i.  Forthe first offence on that day, the player shall be warned by the Umpire of the Day.
(The team or team manager should be informed that this warning will also apply to all
members of that player’ s team or side).

ii. A player committing the same offence after a warning on the same day, then the end shall
be immediately regarded as completed and the opponent of the offender shall be
awarded as many shots as there are bowls in use by the opponent in a singles game, or
opposing team in a team game or team in a side game.



iii.  Upon asecond such offence by the same player, or a similar offence by any other player
playing in the same team, the player and team shall be excluded from taking any further
part in that game.

As stated, many clubs have adopted their own rules regarding authorised and unauthorised areas
for smoking and the consumption of alcohol.
Players and officials should be made aware of these areas during the club’” s announcements.

The penalty for ‘serious’ cases of ‘deliberate cheating’ or ‘serious’ cases of ‘abuse to any
official’, should be dealt with by invoking an instant penalty - the end shall be regarded as
completed and the opponent of the offender shall be awarded as many shots as there are bowls
in use by the opponent in a singles game, or opposing team in a team game, or team in a side
game.

Any further breaches would result in the player being excluded from taking any further part in the
game with no substitute allowed.

In a team game, the defaulting team will forfeit the game to the opponent.

In a side game, play will continue with the defaulting team playing one player short.

Officials who invoke an ‘Instantaneous Penalty’ must complete the Instantaneous
Penalties Form (which can be downloaded from the Bowls WA website or the Bowls Australia
website)

This form must then be submitted to Bowls WA or your Country League within seven days.

These penalties should not be used for trivial breaches. They should be serious enough to
warrant the potential suspension of a player by Bowls WA or a Country League.

Officials and players are encouraged to read and familiarise themselves with the ‘Instantaneous
Penalties Policy’ (which can be downloaded from the Bowls Australia website) in its entirety.



